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Foreign Policy’? 


By JOUN 


SCANLION 


EFORE he entered the War Cabinet, Sir Stafford Cripps 
demanded a statement of peace-terms now, before the 
Russians dictated theirs from ‘Berlin. 


I welcome the demand, and I hope Sir Stafford will continue 


to press it; but I welcome it with reservations. 


Any discussion 


on peace-terms would help all of us, including Sir Stafford, to 
understand what the war is about. 


My reservations ' arise on Sir 
Stafford and not on his immediate- 
objects. In saying this I assume Sir 
Stafford claims the right to advise us 
when the terms have been declared. 

All of us are agreed that peace 
terms, if they are worth while, must 
ensure a just and lasting peace. But 
would Sir Stafford know when such 
terms had been declared? I doubt it. 


I say this because of two things. 


(1) He asked the heads of the Gov- 
ernments of Britain and the USA to 
state their peace terms. (2) In doing 
so he has obviously assumed that they 
would state terms which would be 
permanent. 


Sir Stafford has made it plain that 
he has not yet followed Lenin’s advice 
to study the economic rivalries in the 
competitive world. Lenin says: 

If we forget it (the rivalry) we shall never 
.understand anything about modern war, and 
we shal] be helplessly in the power of any 
bourgeois writer who palms off fraudulent 

phrases. , 

Has the rivalry ceased? Not at all: 
Only the methods have changed. 


Declaration of Policy 


Until the nebulous Atlantic Charter 
we had only the following declara- 
tions from the heads of the Allied 
Governments. 


Mr. Churchill said there can be no 
peace until victory. Mr. Neville 
Chamberlain elaborated this a little 
in February, 1940, when he said there 
could be no peace until we had de- 
stroyed the German system of au- 
tarky. Mr. Roosevelt, in September 
1938, said that Ameriea would fight 
to defend the profit-making system. 


True, there was talk of democracy, 
but since then The Times has urged 
that we should say. nothing of democ- 
racy in Europe as it offends Greece 
and Portugal. : 


In business circles where Govern- 
ments are made and unmade the 
chairman of the Bank of Montreal 
stated recently to the annual meeting 
of shareholders that we were fighting 
to restore the system of Free Ex- 
changes. (Business men seldom use 
the word democracy to shareholders.) 


If these utterances had been made, 
and ignored by Sir Stafford Cripps, 
in the heat of war, one could under- 
stand. But there is nothing new in 


A Fine Offer 


A READER who is disappointed at the 

slow advance of Headquarters Fund 
rang me up the other day and asked me 
what I considered a fair average rate of 
contribution. I said £20 a week: for 
that would enable us to reach the £1,000 
within the year from the beginning of the 
Fond. Would it do any good, he asked, 
if he offered to give &1 a week for 10 
weeks on condition that other readers 
made up the other £19? I said it cer- 
tainly would. 


There the offer stands. Remember that 
the figures given below ware fortnightly 


figures. For the next fortnight do your 
utmost to reach £38. Our friend will 
make it £40. 


Contributions during the past fortnight 
£14 2s, 2d. Total to date, £360 2s. 2d. 


The Editor. 


Send your donations, plainly marked 
“Headquarters Fund” to Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Road, 


London, N.4. 


the heads of governments saying they 
believe in the system of economic 
competition as it was prior to Sep- 
tember, 1989. The basis of all anti- 
socialist philosophy has been that 
man would not give of his best with- 
out the incentive of personal gain. 


Faith Still Holds 


This may be a sound or unsound 
philosophy, ‘but it will not help in the 
least to pretend that as a result of 
the new comradeship in arms Mr. 
Churchill, Mr. Roosevelt, and high 
finance have ceased to believe in it. 

It is this faith that inspires men 
to form companies -in London and 
send trained men to scour the world 


for new sources of rubber, tin, and 


oil. It also has inspired every Gov- 
ernment in modern history to assure 
the directors that their vital interests 
will be protected by the armed power 
of the State. 

Chancellor Goschen gave the assur- 
ance. On many occasions in those 
hectic years before 1939 Mr. Anthony 
Eden assured Herr Hitler that we 
would fight anybody who threatened 
our vital interests. And twice Mr. 
Chamberlain assured doubtful Labour 
leaders that he, too, would fight for 
our vital interests. 

That is what one expects from men 
who believe in the competitive system, 
free exchanges, and private profit as 
a way of life. It was in contradiction 
of this as a good way of life that Mr. 
Herbert Morrison said in November, 
1939 that the competitive system had 
always caused war and always will. 
(Mr. Morrison, of course, was refer 
ring only to all past and all future 
wars, but not to this one.) 


Universal Philosophy 


This belief that we must fight for 
our vital interests is not confined to 
Britain. Other countries also swear 
by it, and it has been inherent in all 
socialist philosophy that these con- 
tending vital interests come into con- 
flict. 

Mr. Morrison has said so. Lenin 
himself laid great stress on it: Even 
Sir Stafford must have had glimmer- 
ings of this when he said, for instance, 
at Bristol on May 18, 1934: 


We believe that this government are throw- 
ing away even that chance of postponing 
war by their rigid refusali to yield any 
single part of their individual control over 
these international matters... 


But latterly Sir Stafford seems to 
have been more impressed by the mili- 
tary genius of the Russian soldier 


Stalin than the revolutionary genius 
of the world economist Lenin. 


There is still the same assuranee 
and the same enthusiasm. But if 
one wants to fly to Moscow, while an 
enthusiastic pilot is useful, it is still 
better to have one who knows where 
Moscow is on the map; otherwise one? 
is liable to land in Rome a year or 
two sooner than would ordinarily 
happen. 


Impossible Demand? 


I say this because Sir Stafford, on 
February 8, demanded peace terms 
from Mr. Churchill, or Mr. Eden, or 
whoever may happen to be head of 
the Government when this appears. 


He asks for a new world order with 
Russia, USA and Britain as partners 
—but only after we have defeated 
Germany, Hungary, Japan, Rumania, 
and all the Axis Powers. 

It is here my misgivings rise as to 
whether Sir Stafford is tHe new Mes- 
siah. I ask myself, could any man 
with a glimmering of knowledge of 
the effects of profit-making imperial- 
ism expect men who believe in this 
imperialism to launch peace which 
could ensure a just and lasting peace? 

I ask myself, can any man of or- 
dinary common sense believe that it 
was Germany which prevented Mr. 
Churchill and Mr. Roosevelt from set- 
ting up the new world order? Is 
there a particle of evidence to show 
that when Britain declared war on 
Germany in 1939 it was because she 
had refused to subscribe to a just and 
lasting settlement of the world’s 
economic problems? 

There is no evidence anywhere that 
Germany refused to enter Sir Staff- 
ord’s new order. Therefore, if her 
young men were not to blame for the 
inability of the world’s rulers to 
establish the new order, why should 
they be wiped out merely to allow the 
world’s rulers to set it up now? 


Competitive World 


Enthusiasm is not enough. We 
live in a competitive world and are 
ruled by men who believe in a com- 
petitive world. Just as Mr. Cham- 
berlain declared that there could be 
no peace with Germany until her 
system of autarky was destroyed, so 
men high in the counsels of this-nat- 
ion were urging that there could be 
no peace with Russia because she 
practised autarkic trading. 

(Continued on page 4) 


an Cripps Change Our 


Food-Relief 
Campaign 
Appeal To Every 
P.P.U. Member 


WE make this appeal to YOU in 
the name of the National Coun- 
cil of the PPU. 


We recognize that many members 
are doing devoted work in the cause 
of food-relief. We know that many 
groups have responded to the united 
calls issued by the National Council 
in September and December. 


But a greater effort still is required, 
‘and we want to ask you whether you 
are doing all you can and whether 
your group is playing its full part in 
the campaign. We realize that food- 
relief is not our only work. Study, 
advice to COs, pacifist service of vari- 
ous kinds. claim the spare time of 
many members, and we do not sug- 
gest that these should be abandoned. 

Nor are these starving people who haunt 
our minds the only sufferers in the world 
tragedy. But they are the most helpless vic- 
tims of the worst torture, and they are the 
only ones we have some real hope of saving 
by our united efforts. Between the time when 
these words are written and the moment when 
you read them in your home, in a bus or train, 
or at a meal, many hundreds—-we fear many 


thousands—will have died of starvation in 
Europe. Their brothers must not die to- 
morrow. 


We do, therefore, ask that every member 
should decide whether vitally urgent pacifist 
work either leaves no time for the special 
campaign or should have precedence over it. 
This is not the place to give details of how 
you can help. Consult your group or write 
to Dick Sheppard House. 


Alex Wood 

Vera Brittain 

John Middleton Murry 
Stuart Morris 


COMMENTARY 


Edited by ‘‘ OBSERVER” 


‘Peace This Year!’ — 
How and Why 


“PEACE This Year, say Rommel's 
~~ men.” Thus a headline in the 
Daily Mail (March 2) Dozens of 
German prisoners are reported as tell- 
ing the same story. This was a ser- 


geant-major. 
He said, “The war will undoubtedly be 
finished this year. I am prepared to bet on 
it.” 


““Who will win?’ I asked. 

He answered: ‘‘No-one. It will be finished 
by negotiation. If -we keep on fighting, the 
whole world will be destroyed. The human 
race won’t stand it. Thers will be peace by 
Christmas.” 

I have heard tell of a document now 
circulating which emphasizes the 
necessity of the white races ceasing 
to destroy one another in face of the 
utterly new “yellow peril.” Since the 
sergeant-major spat in disgust at the 
mention of the Japanese, there may 
be a connection. 


Japanese Position 


MPHE Japanese are well established 

in Java now; and the consensus 
of opinion before the event was that, 
once they had secured Java, their 
general position was “virtually im- 
pregnable.” Is the United States 
really prepared to batter its way into 
that prodigious fortress? 

Rangoon, to judge by an alarming 
message in the News, Chronicle 
(March 2), is already given over to 
looting. “Rangoon Robbers Haunt a 
Rich, Dead City,” says the headline. 
Yet, according to the same paper, the 
aircraft losses of the Japanese in the 


two days, Feb. 25-26, “were 51 to our 
2 aircraft.” It may be true, I sup- 
pose; but it reads to me like a fan- 
tastic fairy-story: Grimm rather than 
Andersen. 


The New Singapore 


if SAID the other week that I could 

find no parallel in history to the 
fall of Singapore. The fall of Con- 
stantinople has been suggested to me. 
In magnitude the disaster is com- 
parable, I reply, but not in psycho- 
logical effect. Constantinople was the 
centre of a great civilization. Its fall 
struck the imagination of man. Sing- 
apore means nothing to the average 
Englishman. That is the tragedy. 
The British Empire was not a civiliz- 
ation. But, in reality, the fall of 
Singapore is much more like the fall 
of Constantinople than it is like the 
event to which The Times (Feb. 28) 


compares it: 

In the perspective of history the fail of 
Simgapore may appear as the greatest blow 
which has befallen the British Empire since ~ 
the loss of the American colonies. In one 
sense it is equally irretrievable: British 
dominion in the Far East can never be re- 
stored—nor will there be any desire to see 
it restored—in its former guise. 

That is tempering the wind to the 
shorn lamb. The comfortable thought 
that the British Empire in the Far 
East may turn into something as 
friendly and lease-lending as the USA 
is remote from the reality. Meditate 
the fal! of Constantinople rather. 


(Continued on page 2) 
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What Does 
Britain 
Believe In? 


se I SHALL regard my position.” 

said Sir Stafford Cripps in a 
speech which earned the approval] of 
the House of Commons, “as having 
for its object the interpretation of 
the views of the House to the War 
Cabinet as well as the views of the 
War Cabinet to the House.” It was 
well said; and it deserved the re- 
sponse it received. If Parliamentary 
demoeracy can function effectively at 
all in total war, it must function 
through such an ingtrument—and the 
iastrument becomes the more signifi- 
cant because the person who em- 
bodies it has no party affiliation what- 
ever: much (be it noted) to the dis- 
satisfaction of the organ of the 
official Labour Party, which alone did 
not devote its leader to Cripps’s 
speech, but to an absurd panegyric 
of the wisdom of the Labour Party, 
eulminating in: “We know how to 
win the war.” 

At other times, in other circum- 
stances, we should emphasize the 
potentialities of the political revolu- 
tion involved in all this. But this 
eountry is in a situation in which 
Cripps himself will not last long un- 
less he produces results: and results 
mean victories. That is a tall order, 
now. Possibly Cripps believes that 
by an entirely new effort of organiza- 
tion this country can be galvanized 
into a much more effective weapon of 
total war than it is now. Is it really 
possible? Superficially, the House of 
Commons appears to be in the mood 
when it is ready to let Cripps do his 
best—or worst. But does it amount 
to more than a realization that the 
old talisman has failed, and an 
anxious grasp at a new one? 

What, in short, can Cripps really 
do in his new position? [It is easy 
enough to suppress boxing matches 
and greyhound racing; but it is not 
so easy to make a revolutionary re- 
erganization of production. More- 
over, the fans of the boxers ‘and the 
dogs are precisely that working-class 
upon whose. eager collaboration the 
re-organization depends: But would 
a real drive toward an efficient war- 
socialism have any widespread sup- 
port at all in the country? At the 
very moment when the shipping situ- 
ation is pronounced to be positively 
desperate, we are told that the ships 
we are building are too slow for 
effective convoy, because the ship- 
ewners are looking to the post-war 
situation. That is a minor instance 
of a fundamental resistance in the 
British economy to organization for 
total war. But the resistance is every- 
where. Only one in a hundred can 
really conceive of Britain as other 
than a capitalist society. 

Cripps cannot work a miracle: not 
even in holy alliance with the new 
Archbishov of York. His prestige is 
due to the fact that he thinks ahead 
of nearly all his political contem- 
poraries; and that some of the virtue 
of the Russian resistance goes with 
him. Parliament and the nation want 
someone to believe in. They have 
ceased to believe in Churchill. They 
will believe, for a space, in Cripps. 
But if Cripps is really to struggle for 
a social revolution in war-time we fear 
he will tumble down. The domestic 
situation is out of hand. Capital 
and labour have dug themselves in, 
to defend the advantages they have 
gained. As Mr. Hopkinson said in a 
remarkable speech in the Commons a 
few weeks ago, this country has no 
faith. Believing in Churchill, be- 
Hieving in Cripps, is a poor substitute 
for the kind of faith required. Faith 
in a miracle, or faith in a miracle- 
maker, is not faith at all. It is only 
another excuse for national self- 
delusion. What does Britain believe 
in? 


New Cabinet Means 


A 


PACIFIST COMMENTARY 


(Continued from page one) 


No Real Change 


AS there been any real change in 

Britain by reason of the changed 
War Cabinet? There is certainly a 
change in the atmosphere. But by 
no means a change toward a more 
resolute unity for the prosecution of 
the war. The change is subtler and 
More ominous. It is the sudden dis- 
integration of the Churchill legend. 
That has collapsed. It was signifi- 
cant that Mr. Stokes spoke boldly in 
the Commons of Mr. Churchill as “a 
strategical Jonah,” and quoted a verse 
which he had received from one of 
his “one or two supporters.” It makes 


an odd impression in Hansard. 
I dreamt I saw a black silk gamp 
Defeat both peace and war; 
I looked again, and found it was 
A foot-long fat cigar. 
Behind it lurked the same old gang— 
What bloody fools we are! 
the 


The doggerel touches point. 
The mood of unreasoning confidence 
partly created by, partly projected on 
to, Mr. Churchill has vanished like 
the exhilaration of champagne. The 
nation has waked up in the morning: 
with something more lasting than a 
headache. 


No Revolution Yet 


N the sense in which the average man 
would think of the situation being saved, 
the situation is past saving. There will be no 
national enthusiasm for ‘‘a revolutionary war” 
in Britain. Britain's only possible victory is 
a Russian victory: how possible that is, I do 
not know. But a domestic revolution in Brit- 
ain while the war is going on is surely out 
of the question. The obsolete social and econ- 
omic system of the country has been allowed 
to ossify. Radical change would bring the 
whole machine down with a crash. You can- 
not get more out of it than it is giving now. 
Revolution will come, surely enough, but 
either it will come when the war is ended, or 
its stirrings wil] end the war. 

Compared with these basic realities the re- 
shuffle of the War Cabinet is superficial. it 
represents merely the yielding to popular dis- 
satisfaction of a government that has failed. 
The public has ceased to believe in Churchill ; 
it would like to believe in Cripps. 

e 9 P li 
Cripps’s Policy 

UT the troubld is that nobody knows what 
“believing in Cripps” means. It was a 
pity (says The Economist, Feb. 28) that the 
interval between his return from Russia and 
his entry into the War Cabinet was so brief 
that he had no time to formulate a policy to 
which he stood publicly committed. Then we 
should have known what Churchill had ac- 
cepted when he accepted Cripps. But Cripps 
had time only to use three vague planks to 
build a sketchy platform: these are (1) a 
sense of greater urgency (2) an agreement 
with Stalin about the new order for Europe 
and (3) self-government for India, including 

the right of secession. Only (3) is definite. 

That is inadequate as a programme of policy 
now. Ideally, it would have been better if 


Cripps had stayed out of the Government 


until be had elaborated a constructive pro- 
gramme and gained for it the full support of 
the numerous inchoate movements of discon- 
tent outside the House and within it. But 
the ideally best is seldom practicable. And 
possibly Cripps felt that there was no time. 
Negatively, there was no alternative govern- 
ment: therefore the Churchill Government had 
to be bolstered up. Positively, in order te get 
a grip of the facts, and one hang at least en 
the reins of power, he may have felt that he 
had to enter the Government. 


The Next Premier ? 


Lee Wedgwood has openly spoken of 
Cripps as “the future Prime Minister” 
(at a meeting in which Cripps told the Angle- 
Soviet Youth Alliance that “we must net 
make our eutlook on the future too narrow by 
jover-concentration on Angilo-Soviet friend- 
ship”). And that is, undoubtedly, the feeling 
in the air. Cripps will] be the next Prime 
Minister. But, if he stays in the War Cabinet 
long enough to be discredited along with it— 
ang that may happen very quickly these 
days—he will miss the bus. For it must not 
be forgotten that Cripps is an untried man. 
The suddenness of his emergence a8 a bright 
particular star in the political firmament is 
itself uncanny. It may be justified by the 
event; it may not. 

But it is probably true that Cripps has it 
in his power today to bring down the Churchill 
government simply by resigning from it, The 
question is: Has he a positive policy? It is 
no use campaigning on platitudea in March 
1942. A “more vigorous prosecution of the 
war” means nothing at all. And if the fight- 
ing in the spring goes hard with Russia, a 
great deal of Cripps’s prestige will be gone. 
The adventitious halo can be repaire@ in that 
case only by a definite detailed policy of radi- 
cal change at home. Is that practicable? 


Necessity of Revolution 


T goes against the grain to say that it is 
not practicable. I should like, very much 
indeed, to believe in the possibility of a 
domestic revolution now. But J. cannot do it. 
I see no evidence anywhere in this country of 
the wil] to subordinate private and sectional 
interests to the common weal. The obsolete 
plutocratic rwling-class is everywhere in 
power—just as much in the trade unions as 
anywhere else. The country is living on a 
decayed morality. 

Nothing Jess than a moral, spiritual, and 
religious revolution will avail. It has net 
even begun. Yet nothing less will dislodge the 
plutocrats. For they are not a few thousand 
big business men. They are everywhere. 
They are the millions of the middle-class and 
working-class in whom the money-value is 
literally ingrained. There are only two ways 
of changing them: by a spiritual revolution 
from within, or by a catastrophe from with- 
out which ruins them. Since I believe that 
only a tiny minority are capable of the former, 
since I aJso believe that domestic revolution 
is inevitable, I think it will come by catas- 
trophe. I would much rather not believe that. 
But I must speak the truth as I find it. 


End of Party System 


O descend from these prophetic heights 

to a more familiar realm of evidence: 

only one of the members of the present War 
Cabinet is really a party-man. The Economist 


IVE a dog a bad name and 

hang it, says the proverb. 

But I wish people would be 

more discriminate in their choice 
of bad names. 


There have long been people who 
are pained by Peace News because it 
has a bias toWard Communism. Other 
readers object because they find it! 
too “religious.” Then there are those 
who have given it up because it is 
pro-Nazi; while some who would once 
have defended it on that score have 
discovered (since June 22 last year) 
that it is subtly anti-Soviet in its out- 
look. It makes you think. ... 

The truth is that the use_ of 
“labels” is liable to obseure clear 
thinking while the world is in a melt- 
ing-pot. 

* * * 


What, for instance, does the word 
“Tory” conjure up in your mind? A 
picture of a bloated plutocrat, a ruth- 
less industrialist, or a feudal squire? 
And what of “Socialist’—an ardent 
revolutionary, or at least propa- 
gandist, seeking to emancipate the 
masses by an appeal to their reason? 


Read the official reports of Parlia- 
mentary debates and you will dis- 
cover how meaningless the labels 
have become. The Socialist, Mr. 
Herbert Morrison, locks people up 
without trial apparently because of 
their views and defends the ban on 
the Daily Worker. The great trade 
union leader, Mr. Bevin, conscripts 
labour for the factories. 

And on most occasions the critics 
of Mr. Morrison’s locking-up tactics 
are not Socialists but Tories. 


a Name? 
asks the 


/PLAIN MAN 


We used to say that if dictatorship 
came here it would come from the 
Right. Yet it was these outspoken 
Tories who told the Prime Minister 
that he was behaving like a dictator— 
while a couple of Liberal MPs found 
it necessary to resign from their 
party because they even mildly 
criticized the Premier! 


On the so-called extreme Left we 
find the Communists united behind 
Comrade Churchill and denouncing as 
a “Trotskyist’—another label—any- 
one who isn’t. (I suspect that inside 
Brixton the Fascists are poring over 
Karl Marx’s writings and planning 
a really Red revolution!) 


Then we read of capitalists who 
are impeding 100 per cent. war pro- 
duction because of EPT, or because 
they are keeping an eye on their post- 
war prospects. Just what one would 
expect from anyone labelled “capital- 
ist,” of course. But what are we to 
say, then, of workers—members of 
the exploited proletarian class—who 
use ca’eanny methods and refuse to 
work overtime for fear of income- 
“ax? Are we all capitalists now? 


An so one could go on...It was the obso- 
lete, aristocratic House of Lerds—which so 
many of us have talked of abolishing—which 
got really worked up about the extension of 
children’s hours of labour in the Potteries. 
And it was the Labour leader in that House 
who almost unavailingly pleaded with their 
Lordships not to be so awkward as to vote agin 
the Government. (“To save freedom,” he 
said, “we consent to suspend freedom for 


(Continued on page 4) 


(Feb. 28) 
and well; 


“There is another most significant difference 
hetWeen May, 1940, and February, 1942. The 
earlier change was a union of the political 
parties. This change is the end of the politi- 
eal parties. The Cabinet of May, 1940, cen- 
sisted entirely of party leaders. Apart from 
Mr. Churchill, it was made up of Mr. Chamber- 
lain and Lord Halifax, Mr. Attlee and Mr. 
Greenwood. In this Cabinet, apart from Mr. 
Attlee (who, without personal offence, can be 
called its least considerable member), there 
is not a single man who was a party leader 
three years ago. Mr. Churchil) was a rebel 
of ten years’ standing, Sir Stafford Cripps hag 
been expelled from his party, Mr. Eden had 
resigned from the Government, Mr. Bevin had 
never sat in the House of Commons, Sir John 
Anderson wzs barely in politics, Mr. Lyttleten 
not at ali, There could have been no clearer 
proof of the bankruptcy of all the existing 
parties. The only service they can still ren- 
der to the nation is to dissolve themselves as 
quickly and as completely as possible.” 


Let us add to that the comment of The 
Tribune {Feb. 27) on the behaviour of the 
solitary survivor: “Members were suprised 
when Attlee and not Cripps answered ques- 
tions addressed to Churchill. Everyone recog- 
nized that Attlee is only called Deputy Prime 
Minister as a sop. He’s really making 2 feol 
of himself.” 


A New Movement 


ae does all that mean? The end of 
2 an epoch. One of the consequemecs. 
is a pathetic effort of the Labour Party to 
stake out a claim for itself as a revolutionary 
party. Too late, like everything else. Not 
after Attlee, Greenwood, Morrison, and the 
rest of the mediocre bunch. And its precious 
document, “The Old World and the New Se- 
ciety,” begins by reaffirming the party’s be- 
lief in “the necessity for achieving total vic- 
tory over our enemies” and ends with: 
“Aggressor nations must be disarmed and 
kept disarmed.” © santa simplicitas! Much 
better ask the shop stewards what they are 
thinking. 

But the time is ripe and overripe for the 
formation of a new revolutionary party: the 
analogue, in our fantastically different con- 
ditions, of the revolutionary parties of Russia 
and Germany. But the time for thinking 
about that was a dozen years ago. Trying te 
think the implications of that problem, by the 
way, turned me into a pacifist—a revolutionary 
pacifist— and set me working on the foun- 
dations of a community movement. I am. 
more convinced than ever that I was on the 
right lines. 


Vansittartism 


R. Gollancz has made an admirable reply 
to the Vansittart propaganda in a book: 
“Shall our Children Live or Die?” (Gollancz 
2s. 6d.), which contains one of the ablest 
statements I have read of the deeper causes 
of the war. According to Mr. Gollancz, Van- 
\sittartism is making considerable headway, 
even in the Labour Party. It seems incredible 
that such nonsensical stuff should have an. 
appeal; but since it apparently is so, it is a 
pity that Mr. Gollancz did not devote more 
time to examining why it is so. If, as I be 
lieve, the mere condition of being engaged im 
total war makes a people increasingly succumb 
to the persuasion that the enemy is abse- 
lutely evil, the fact deeply affects the possi- 
bility of realizing Mr. Gollanez’s hopes for the 
future. The socialist or communist revolution 
in Germany which he desires may possibly 
come; but it will be either abortive or terribly 
brutal, if there is even a brief period of mass- 
hatred for Germans at the end of the war. 


However, read this very able book, which is 
about as effective a counterblast as can be 
conceived against hate-propaganda. Incident- 
ally, it contains the true. answer to the im- 
portant question: Why are the apostles of 
hate-propaganda mainly those who were the 
most fervent advocates of appeasement? 


makes the essential point, mildiy 


Puritanism 


RIPPS’S first bark is likely to be much 
worse than his bite. He said: “Dog- 
racing and boxing displays are completely out 
of accord with the true spirit of determination 
of the people in this crisis in their history, 
and steps will be taken to see that such and 
similar activities are no longer allowed te 
offend the solid and serious intention of this 
country to achieve victory.” 


It reminded me of the vain efforts of Crom- 
well’s Major-Generals. Puritan asceticism is 
no more in accord with the temper of the 
British people today than it was then. Cripps 
will probably find he has made a bad mistake. 
Anyhow we are told by The Times that “the 
extreme course” of prohibiting these sporting 
events “‘seems improbable.” Cripps, I fear, 
has stepped off on the wrong foot. Has he, 
in his sojourn in Russia, forgotten what the 
British workman is like? The fall of Singa- 
pore is far less important to him than the 
struggle between the Londoh League and the 
FA. Personally, I am on Cripps’s side. But 
facts are facts; and a politician should knew 
his people. 


Not a Nation of 
Shipkeepers ! 


A PPARENTLY the shipowners have got 
4 their way; atid the vast tonnage which 
is now owned by or being built for the nation 
is to be sold to the shipping tompanies at the 
-end of the war. That is the only interpreta- 
tion to be put on Lord Rotherwick’s state. 
ment to the Chamber of Shipping on Feb. 27. 
Of the same order was Mr. Phillip Runciman’s 
demand that the Government should make up 
the difference between the cost of present re- 
placement and the insurance on lost ships: 
Smounting in the case of 55 ships, for which 
he gave figures, to £4, 127, 600—the difference 
between the replacement cost of £10 
millions and the insurance paid, £5, 827, 500. 
In other words, the shipowners demand new 
ships for old at the nation’a expense. No 
doubt they will get them. 


March 6, 1942 


THE basis of the Peace Pledge Union is 
the following pledge which is signed 
by each member: ~ 

I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 
The address to which new signatures of 
the pledge should be sent, and from which 
further particulars may be obtained is: 


PPU HEADQUARTERS, 
Dick Sheppard House, 
6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


Developing 


Initiative 
By JOHN BARCLAY 


EMOCRATIC mevements are nat- 

urally opposed to dictatorships, 
whether they be benevolent or tyran- 
nical, The PPU is »no exception. 
Democrats, however, are constantly 
erying for a lead. In the early days 
of 1936 we were known as Dick Shep- 
pard’s Movement. In him we had a 
Jeader who not only drew us together 
but inspired action by giving us faith 
im ourselves. His lead was both per- 
sonal and public and by assuming re- 
sponsibility absolved us from the 
eriticism of our own actions, at the 
same time giving us full scope for our 
energies and aspirations. 
threw the responsibility of leadership 
en to the shoulders of each individual, 
and Headquarters became the centre 
ef a democracy. Personal initiative 
developed as a consequence, but the 
enus of responsibility was not so 
readily accepted. 


Here lies a possible cause of friction 
—not only between the Group and 
Headquarters, but between the indi- 
vidual and the Group—especially as 
the organization of Areas proceeds. 
The individual member looking up to 
be fed is met by a demand for action 
and a request for food. No longer 
will a slogan suffice to carry us; 
solid thinking, imagination, and faith 
are the only supports we can rely on. 


The future is more or less unknown. 
National leaders can point out certain 
dangers, dirett our thoughts in cer- 
tain directions, implore us to take 
eertain actions, but the responsibility 
ef action now rests with ourselves. 


Area Development depends for its 
final success on the ability of the in- 
dividual to accept the leadership 
which he himself has demanded so 
often. “Give us a lead’ has been in- 
terpreted to mean “Let us lead.” In 
all matters of policy, whether finan- 
cial, political or religious, the move- 
ment now depends on the ability of 
its members to respond. ae 


GROUP, &c., ACTIVITIES 


Cardiff.—The meeting on the first Saturday 
ef each month continues to bé successful. The 
group is starting to organize a public meeting 
in the Cory Hall on Mar. 28.” Its first ap- 
plication to hold meetings in Llandaff Fields 
has been refused, but ‘“‘we are determined to 
retain the right of free speech,” writes P. H. 
Reeves. 


Muswell Hill and Highgate.—These groups 
have initiated the Hornsey and District Food 
Relief Committee, and sold all available copies 
ef “Famine,” written letters to four local 
papers, sent a copy of “Famine” to every local 
minister, secured the use of a shop in a prom- 
iment position in one of North London’s busi- 
est shopping centres to be used for 
window display, held five open air meet- 
ings in Finsbury Park and asked pertinent 
questions at a local Ministry of Information 
meeting. Support from PPU members is 
asked for two more meetings: tomorrow (Sat.) 
at Smouters’ Corner Wood Green (8 p.m.), and 
en Sunday (Mar. 8) at White Stone Pond, 
Hampstead (11.80 a.m.). 


London Area.—The final two lectures in the 
series on “Post-War Europe” arranged by the 
London Area at the Alliance Hall, Westmin- 
ster, have been cancelled. (They were to 
have been by Wilfred Wellock, on Mar. 8, and 
Reginald Sorensen, MP, on Mar. 22.) 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


The provisional agenda for the Annual Gen- 
eral Meeting of the PPU has been sent out 
and forms of application for tickets are to be 
returned not later than Mar. 27, as well as 
nominationa for the officers and Council. 
The agenda includes the following. 


» Sat., April 25. 2 p.m. Welcome by Chairman; 
reporta and discussion thereon; 7.16-9 p.m. 
Subject I. Sun., April 26. 9.45 a.m. Subject 
HW; 11.80 a.m. Subject III; 2.30-4.80 p.m. Re- 
ports on subjects: emergency resolutions. 


Subjects for discussion recommended hy the 
Arrangements Committee to the National 


Council are: I. The place of the individual, the }, 


group, and the area in the PPU; II. Our im- 
mediate policy; III. Our long-term faith. 

Admission to the AGM is by ticket only, and 
full particulars are obtainable from Head- 
quarters. 


His death | 


PEACE 


The I.L.P. and 
the War 


DO not want to trespass on your 

space in view of the limitation of 
paper supplies, but I should like to 
correct the impression left by Mr. 
Jack Gibson’s contribution to your 
eolumns a fortnight ago. 

Mr. Gibson wrote as though there 
had been some change in ILP policy 
and that our purpose now was to run 
the war “under new management.” 
There has been no change. Mr. Gib- 
son knew when he joined the ILP that 
we were not a pacifist organization 
and the policy of which he now com- 
plains was included in the basic reso- 
lution adopted by the party at last 
year’s annual conference. 

It is, however, a caricature of that 
policy to say that we want to conduct 
the war under new management. We 
aim at the establishment of a Social- 
ist Government whose first object 
would be to give the peoples of the 
world, and particularly of Germany 
and the German and Japanese occu- 
pied territories, an example of the 
new order of justice and freedom 
which we desire to see established in- 
ternationally. 

Such a Government would introduce equality 
in Britain and would liberate the subject 
peoples of the Empire. Then it would use 
every possible method to urge the peoples of 
all countries to insist that the war should be 
ended on similar principles. It would use the 
wireless, the international press, leaflet distri- 
bution from*the air, and every other means 
to call for an ending of the war and to urge 
the peoples of other countries to overthrow 
any government which stood in the way. It 
would defend a Socialist Britain if attacked, 
whilst this appeal was heing made, but the 
concentration would be on the appeal, and we 
have no doubt at all that there would be a 
response from the war-weary peoples of all 
lands. In this way there would be a real 
hope of not only ending this war but of 
establishing the political and economic con- 
ditions in the world which would remove the 
danger of future wars. 

We recognize that this policy is not one of 
absolute pacifism and we respect a difference 
of view from that standpoint. We are pre- 
pared to admit into our membership absolute 
pacifisis who otherwise accept the method of 
the class struggle and the object of Socialism. 
We expect, however, pacifists who do’join our 
ranks to refrain from misrepresenting the 
policy of the party, which I understand was 
made clear, in the above sense, by Mr. John 
McGovern at the conference to which Mr. Jack 
Gibson refers. 

FENNER BROCKWAY 
Political Secretary of the ILP. 


818 Regents Park Rd., London, N.8. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS 


Owing to the large number of claims 
on our severely limited space, correspond- 
ents are urged to keep their letters very 
brief, and preferably under 250 words. 


By DEREK EDWARDS 


OHN BARCLAY recently 
warned hig readers of the 
danger of creating 

machinery in order to follow 
better our “guiding star,” and 
then finding, when that star 
alters its course and our existing 
machinery is no longer effective, 
that we have become so en- 
amoured of it that we are re- 
luctant to scrap or modify it. 


This, I feel, is a warning that all 
who feel responsibility toward the 
PPU should heed. We should en- 
deavour now to make an effort to en- 
sure that the machinery of. our 
movement shall never be the shrine 
at which we worship. Most active 
members will know that this is pos- 
sible, for at times they will have had 
the feeling that they. were only in 
touch with pacifism through a cloud 
of circular-addressing, Peace News 
delivering, and multifarious meetings. 


You know that you are helping to 
turn the wheels, but you suspect that 
your share in directing their course 
has passed out of your hands. The 
remedy for this depressing feeling 
lies, of course, with the individual, 
for, in the last instance, we ourselves 
are our only physician, and it is be- 
cause of this, that it is*essential to 
have an organization so constituted 
that each individual can develop and 
find himself easily. 


NO MONOPOLY 


No one pacifist, or sort of pacifist, 
would yet claim that his approach was 
the only right one and incapable of 
development or, expansion. If this is 


NEWS 
| Letters to the Editor | 


Assumptions About 


Nazism 


EF CANNOT accept an assumption 

which appeared to underlie much 
of the thought of the article by the 
Duke of Bedford in Peace News for 
Feb. 13. 

With much of what was actually 
said one could agree: with the belief 
that much British and Allied official 
policy in the pre-war days was unjust 
most pacifists would agree—and so do 
I. But with the assumption that 
Nazi policy was therefore either sane 
or just, or that comfortable agree- 
ments could confidently have been 
made with the Nazis and kept, I dis- 
agree. There is no evidence so far 
produced which could justify such a 
belief. 

The pacifist, whilst repudiating the response 
to Nazism which involves the present war and 
destruction, must face the fact that a paci- 
fist opposition would have been terribly hard 
and have involved much suffering. To be 
effective it must have combined a positive 
urge toward building the new society with 
the negative refusal to commit murder on a 
world-scale: that it would have been unpleas- 
ant and of heroic difficulty is obvious. I be- 
lieve that its outcome would in the long run 
have brought less total misery and a quicker 
re-birth than we can hope to see as a final 
result of this present cataclysm. 

The pacifist cause will incur only added op- 
Position and diminished respect from any at- 
tempt te tone down or palliate the horrors, of 
German Nazism, just as it must strengthen 
its heart and mind to oppose the present grow- 
ing strength of British capitalist totalitarian- 


ism. 
RONALD G. PERRY 
22 Walden Rd., Welwyn Garden City. 


Pax Organization 


In your issue of Feb. 20 Mr. Hugh Ross 
Williamson, in his article “Is This a Just 
War?” mentions the Pax organization, which 
holds that no modern war can he justified. 
If there are any of your readers who would 
like any information as to the nature and aims 
of Pax, would they please write to the hon. 
secretary, Stormont Murray, Little Green End, 


Radnage, Bucks. 
ANTHONY J DEVAS, 
Asst. Hon. Sec. 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Still 
less does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply endorsement of any views expressed or 
implied therein or PPU connection with the 
Matter advertised). Contributions are wel- 
comed, though no payment is made. They 
should be typewritten, if possible, and one 
side only of the paper should be used. They 
may not be returned unless a stamped 
addressed envelope is enclosed, nor san we 
undertake to acknowledge all correspondences. 


agreed, then we must feel that the 
PPU is, or should be, in an unrivalled 
position to forward pacifism steadily 
and increasingly. 


It seems to me the only justification 
of a pledge so wide as to be thought 
by many of its critics. to be almost 
meaningless, is to provide a basis on 
which all sorts and conditions of Paci- 
fists and war-resisters can meet, with 
a chance of each being able to absorb 
the best from the other. Does this 
happen? 

I think that, to a certain extent, it 
does, but that a great deal of energy 
and dignity ' and conscious effort 
within the’! movement is dissipated in 
attempts to try and force unity of 
thought and action where none can 
exist. 


“OFFICIAL” PACIFISM 


The PPU seerns often to be re- 
garded both in and outside the move- 
ment as a sort of “Official” mouth- 
piece for pacifism, and I think this 
conception is apt to cripple it. 

I. believe the conception of the PPU 
primarily as a co-ordinator of different lines 
of thought and action does make for more 
variety™in action and more originality in 
thought. There should be less need for a 
Group Letter (16/10/41) to end... “You asked 
for action—here it is! You want a lead, 
what about this one? We want the whole 
country to hear from us.” 


If that does reflect the state of mind of 
the movement, one cannot help feeling a cer- 
tain lack in both the members crying for a 
lead (any lead?) and a National Executive 
who seem to be dishing out action for its own 
sake. 

The chief contact of the ordinary member 
with the movement is through the Group, and 
on the Group lies a big responsibility. 

If its efforts are being consciously and con- 
tinyally directed toward forcing (in the beat 
sense of the word) its members to think, 
rather than presenting them with readymade 
thoughts, then I feel we shall be in a strong 
Position to follaw our “guiding star’ however 
much it turns and twists. 
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Pacifists In 
Parliament 


PLEGINALD SORENSEN’S letter 

in a recent issue may be better 
understood by some than it is by my 
simple mind, but JI should have 
thought that if a man is a pacifist at 
all, his pacifism must take precedence 
before all other “loyalties.” I should 
hardly describe a man as a vege- 
tarian if he occasionally ate beef out 
of consideration for the butchers. 

I should have imagined that any 
person holding the extreme views 
implied in a pacifist philosophy would 
have made these so clear to his com 
stituents before standing for Partia- 
ment that they would be perfecthy 
clear on the point. That is to say, 
that they would expect him to vote in 
accordance with his conscience and 
would return him to Parliament with 
that object. 


If the electors have been deceived 
on this point, or there is reason to 
bélieve that they have changed ther 
minds, the obvious course for a 
democrat so scrupulous as Mr. Sorenr- 
sen is to resign. The “solution” 
whereby a pacifist representing a 
(presumably) non-pacifist constitu- 
ency merely abstains from voting 
when his pacifist and democratie 
principles are at variance is an 
evasion which surely satisfies nobody: 
it is neither representative democraey 
nor good faith with personal con- 
victions. 


_After reading Mr. Sorensen’s third point six 

times I have a hazy idea that what he means 
to say is that no MP can vote independently 
unless he has a private income. That is prob- 
ably true, whether your correspondent meant 
to imply it or no; but not everyone will fel- 
low the apparent deduction that a pacifist 
must therefore make a deal with the Labour 
Party on the basis that whoever pays the 
piper calla the tune—subject to a “conscience 
clause’ which saves the pacifist's face at the 
cost of making him utterly innocuous. He 
would be much better outside Westminster. 


The false analogy in Mr. Sorensen’s seeend 
point is worth noticing at this point. Cer- 
tainly a member or leader of the PPU who 
is a Socialist should not ‘advocate Socialiam 
as PPU policy” (though he may try to make 
it so); but if the PPU was so ill-advised as 
to issue anti-Socialist literature, I should ex- 
pect more than a negative or neutral attitude 
from our socialist-pacifists. It would be their 
duty at least to protest vigorously and not 
merely ta “abstain” from supporting such a 
policy. In fact, it would probably make their 
position in the PPU so untenable, morally, 
that resignation would be the only honourable 
course. With that deduction I return she 
analogy. 


Pacifism apart, one may well wonder what 
is the special attraction in a party which has 
proved itself not only militarist but thorodghly 
imperialist in outlook and therefore utterly 
undemocratic in its attitude to the subject 
races of the British Empire. What inspiration 
to “loyalty” is’ there in this vast organization 
that has shown its willingness to accept the 
responsibilities of autocratic government im 
the colonies, of capitalist exploitation at heme 
and abroad, and of capitalist wars in defermee 
of these other institutions? 

This is not an indirect “boost” for the ILP, 
a party to which I. once belonged, but ene 
ILP vote (and don’t forget the two tellers!) 
means more than hundreds of “abstentions,” 
which give only an equivocal support te a 
party which has long since betrayed every 
decent principle it ever professed. 

REGINALD REYNOLDS 


Oak Cottage, Burghley Rd., S.W.19. 


Ivie Miller 


Since my letter in Peace News regarding 
the tragic loss to the PPU, and particularly 
to Peace News, by the death of Ivie Miller, 
several friends, including those who had met 
her selling the paper on the streets, have vol- 
unteered contributions to make some tangible 
memorial to her work and help to ensure ite 
effective advancement. 

A fund has been started by the Norwoed 
Group, with the idea of contributing to each 
of her various pacifist interests, but having 
the Peace News Fighting Fund as its main 
object, as we believe that this would be her 
wish. 

Contributions may be sent to me, and J wit] 
see that they are passed on. 

VICTOR H. PERRY 


Carmichael, Godstone Rd., 
Bletchingley, Surrey. 


PEACE 


BY NEGOTIATION 


A SUMMING- UP BY 
THE CHAIRMAN OF 
THE PPU, Dr. ALEX 
WOOD. | 


JUST PUBLISHED, id. 
post free, 2d. 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., 
London, W.C.1. 
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CAN CRIPPS. CHANGE|C_O 


BRITAIN’S POLICY? 


(Continued from page 1) 


There is little need merely to the- 
ovrize as to thesfutility of a lasting 
peace even with Russia. All the 
facts are there. 

When Russia as a result of her 
Five Years Plan entered the com- 
petitive world in 1930 what happened? 
Her goods came to this country and 
were sold without any portion of the 
proceeds being returned to pay inter- 
est on foreign loans. Moreover the 
goods prevented the sale of goods 
from other countries on which a divi- 
dend would have been paid to British 
bondholders. 

Russia had threatened a vital in- 
terest. Two campaigns against her 
were launched simultaneously. One 
by bondholders and politicians to 
prove all her labour was forced lab- 


our. One by the Archbishops to 
prove there was persecution of 
Christians. 


The whole story is worth reading 
not for the purpose of putting salt 
in the wounds, but because it will help 
us to understand modern war and 
guard us against fraudulent phrases. 


Vital to Whom? 


There is nothing fraudulent in men 
who believe in economic imperialism 
saying frankly that economic imperial- 
ism is a vital interest to Britain. 
There is nothing fraudulent in these 
people saying it is the duty of all of 
us to defend these vital interests. 
What is open to question is whether 
what they consider vital interests are 
really vital to the people of Britain. 
_ For one thing it now costs the nat- 
ion more in LSD to defend these vital 
interests than the interests yield in 
LSD. If, as Sir John Simon assured 
us, they yield £250 millions per an- 
num, a little arithmetic will show 
that they pay for twenty days of war, 
even if all proceeds were taken by the 
State. 

Satisfactory peace terms will re- 
quire to deal with facts. One fact 
is that wherever there is British 
money invested abroad that place 
automatically becomes a vital interest. 
All the roads to that place also be- 
come vital interests, if the dividend 
ig to be collected. 

Opinions may vary at what point in history 
the vital interest is threatened. When, for 
instance, Hitler marched into Austria Mr. 
Chamberlain said, on March 14, 1988, “We 
were under no commitment to take action vis 
a vis Aystria...” 

But when Germany declined to pay the in- 
terest on the Austrian State Loan, that was a 
vital interest. A meeting of the Powers which 
had guaranteed the loans was held on June 9. 
Sir Frederick Leith Ross,: of the British 
Treasury, was chairman. One June 11 that 
meeting sent a protest to Germany in which 
it was stated that it reserved “‘the rights of 
their Governments to protect their national 
interests by such means as they might deem 
appropriate if a genera] settlement could not 
be reached.” 

“All appropriate means” includes boys of 
%8 and 19. 

Now Sir Staffofd may say that Germany 
deserved all that "was threatened. But I re- 
peat, the same threats were used. against 
Russia in 1930. 

And, as Mr. Chamberlain said on March 24 
1939: ‘I cannot imagine any events would 
change the fundamental basis of British 
foreign policy.” 7 

Can Sir Stafford change it through suc- 
cessful slaughter? 


WHAT’S IN A NAME? 

(Continued from page 2) 
the time being.” Hitler himself ‘thas used the 
same type of argument in slightly different 
contexts.) 

In the international sphere we find Australia 
menaced by the oft-discussed Yellow Peri]— 
but doubtless only too grateful for the help of 
millions of yellow men in China. While the 
Irish, conventionally regarded as always 
spoiling for a fight, sare consistently up- 
braided because they doggedly refuse to enter 
‘the war. 


* % * 


‘ Strangest of all, the German Government, 
which we are taught to regard as the greatest 
war-mongers of al] time, keeps our Govern- 
ment’s nerves on edge by launching ‘‘peace 
offensives.” Britain, on the other hand, the 
leader of the peace-loving Powers, is prepared 
to fight to a finish. 

In such a world, which every day seems to 
‘grow more like a new and horrific version of 
Alice in Wonderland, it would be valuable if 
aome of us refrained from using “labels” and 
tried instead to think in terms of reality. The 
results might eventually become startling. 

But if anyone cares to quote a sentence 
from this article ta prove that Peace News is 
pro-Fascist and/or pro-Tory, I shan’t care. It 
wil] just prove how right I am. 


ONLY &d. post free... 


W. David Wills, Dennis Stoll, Dion Byngham, Charles 
Dimont, D. S. Savage, Howard Kent, poetry, pictures, 


War Work . 


TIYHERE have been indications lately 
* that conscientious objectors may 
be ordered to do war work. 


According to the political correspondent of 
the Daily Telegraph (Feb. 27), “Thousands of 
whole-time Civil Defence workers now stand- 
ing by are to be released for work in war 
factories under arrangements which will en- 
sure speedy return to their posts when raids 
are resumed.” . 


Uneconditionally registered as a CO by the 
Bristol tribunal in 1940, 24-year-old J. Peter 
Grant has already been directed by the Min- 
istry of Labour, under Defence Regulation 
584A, to take up wood-loading and stacking 
under the Ministry of Supply, reports the 
CBCO Buletin for Mareh. He has appealed 
against the direction. The Government’s 
power to direct is practically unlimited. 


Some COs in prison have also been required 
to do war work, but the Home Office has 
stated that the policy of the Prison Com- 
missioners will be to avoid as far as possible 
the employment of COs on work to which they 
conscientiously object. Cases where this 
principle is contravened should be reported to 
the Central Board for Conscientious Objectors, 
6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


REFUSAL OF “MEDICAL” 


The first cases of COs imprisoned for re- 
fusing medical examination are now being 
heard by the Appellate tribunal under the new 
National Service Act which gives them the 
same right of appeal as court-martialled COs 
have had. 


Herbert Story, who, as previously reported, 
has been bound over by the Norwich magis- 
trates for refusing medical examination but 
whose case was subsequently remitted to the 
magistrates with a direction to convict, was 
fined £5 on February 26. 


C.B.C.0. BULLETIN 


The first publication of some of the prin# 
ciples laid down by the Appellate Tribunal, in 
notes of decisions sent to local tribunals with 
a view to making their decisions as uniform 
as possible, is a feature of the March number 
of the CBCQ Bulletin. 

Other items of special interest include notes 
on haw compulsion for the Home Guard affects 
COs, and the usual analysis of tribunal de 


cisions. The Bulletin is obtainable from the 
Board at 6 Endsleigh St., W-.C.1,. price 3d. 


* * * 


Though he has declared (D. Express, Feb® 
26) that “conscription for overseas service 
has not become necessary and‘may never be- 
come necessary” for.Canadians, the Prime 
Minister, Mr. Mackenzie King, has told the 
House of Commons that Canadian. conscripts 
could be sent to the United States ‘‘to help 
repe] ‘an invasion." 


ADVISORY BUREAUX 


Blackburn.— Herbert Mayman, 32 ‘Wall St., 
Blackburn. 
Wellington (Somerset).—Harold Sumption, 


The Grange, Wellesley Park, Wellington. 
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THE WORD 


Edited by GUY A. ALDRED. 


March Issue now selling. Hymn 648: reply 
to the new Primate by the Duke of Bedford. 
F. W. Jowett on The Starvation Weapon and 
Herbert Morrison. C. H. Norman on_ Social 
Resistance. H. W. Henderson exposes Bern- 
ard Shaw. British Imperialism Defended by 
Rudolf Rocker. Editor’s Illegal Arrest. New 
Socialist Peers. War’s Testament of Stupidity 
by W. A. Rathky. Socialism and Monetary 
Reform: Duke of Bedford replies to Fenner 
Brockway. Lord Hugh Russell, C.0. United 
States Albsolutist sentenced. An Anarchist 


Peer. Gunner Peter..Shaw, C©.0O. American 
Absolutist Jailed. 

12 pages. Well Illustrated. . Good Paper. 
Price 2d. Post Free 3d. 


Annual] Subscription: 3s. 
Bundle orders, 12 copies, post free, 1s. 9d.: 
\ 24 copies, 3s. Od. 
Bookshop open every day (except Sunday) 
10 a.m.-5.30 p.m. 


The Strickland Press 


104, George St., Glasgow, C.1. 
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.s May be Asked to do| A REALISTIC: VIEW 


OF WAR 


THE fundamental notion of “Grand 

Strategy,” by H. A. Sergeaunt 
and Geoffrey West (Cape, 8s. 6d.}), 
is that we should think of war 
realistically as an instrument of 
national policy, make up our minds 
what it can, and what it cannot, 
accomplish, and take jolly good care 
lest, instead of using war, we allow 
war to use us. A good example of 
its intriguing line of thought is: 

The liberal inclination to pride oneself on 
forgiving and forgetting at the end of a 
war...meant that the battle was contin- 
ued to the farthest instead of the nearest 
pessible point, thus giving war an exagger- 
ated function, and forcing the use of its 


hammer-blows when far more _ economical 
peace-time methods were available. 


Pacifists in general are inclined to 
shrink from the realistic attitude 
towards war. That is a pity. They 
might learn a good deal from such 
a book as this. Apart from its 
strange over-estimate of Mr. 
Churchill, it contains plenty of sound 
sense. “Any war which is carried 
beyond the point of proving that 
one’s own form of nationality can 
survive and be secure is sheer 
waste.” ... “If we cannot free our- 
selves from the fear of Nazi threats 
by a more efficient national method, 
our cry to the nations of Europe to 
break their. chains will fall on deaf 
ears.” 

But the authors do not seem fully 
to have mastered their own ideas; 
and their book is stimulating rather 
than satisfying. 


Please note our only address 


CA. BROCK & Co. Ltd. 
79 SOUTHERN ROW, LONDON,’ W.10. 


For all Printing & 
Stationery 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


ACCOMMODATION ’ 


AUTHOR, bachelor, will take sole P.G. 
warm, roomy cottage near Cambridge. C.H.W. 


2d. per word minimum 2s. 6d. 


Box Number 6d. extra. 


car. Quiet, simple menage; about 2 gns. Box| N.B. Cash MUST accompany 


141 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


DEVON. Woman pacifist would like an- 
other, or married couple, to share small bunga- 
low on equal terms. Redland, Stokeinteign- 
head, Newton Abbot. 


FOR ALL properties to be let or sold in 
N.W. London and Districts, apply to MeCraith 
and Brooks, Auctioneers and Surveyors, 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell 9888, 3 
lines), who will give special attention to the 
requirements of pacifists. 

PACIFIST GIRL requires furnished room 
central London, preferably Bloomsbury. Box 
146 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


PACIFIST, vegetarian, couple require ac- 
commodation as paying guests for Haster, in 
a community, 80 miles radius Coventry. Would 
bring provisions. Box 145.PN, 8 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 


WANTED, small furnished flat for business 
woman; easily accessible from North London. 
Box 122 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


YOUNG COUPLE require self-contained flat 
near Hampstead Heath, two or three rooms, 


kitchenette, and bath, moderate. rent. Box 140 
PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 
EDUCATIONAL 
KIDSTONES School, Bishopdale, Leyburn, 


Yorks. Vacancies for boya’ and girls over 9 
years old. In perfect surroundings the school 
life ia enjoyed by happy and energetic children. 
Holiday children welcome, 24 gms. per week. 


LEARN to write and speak for peace and 
htman brotherhood, harnessing artistic, 
imaginative, intuitive and inteliectual gifts. 
Correspondence lessons 6s. each. {Also visit 
lessons 5s. and smajl classes, Is. 6d. each.) 
Dorothy Matthews, B.A., 32 Primrose Hill Rd., 
London, N.W.8. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


CARRIER Cycles for tradesmen, carriage 
paid all complete, thus ready to use, £8 17s. 
Harris Cycle Co., Coventry. 

C.O. in financial straits has landscapes in 
water-colour for sale, majority unframed (own 
work). Box 189 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd, N.4. 


MORRIS 8, 1987 four-door saloon, for sale. 
Good general condition, regularly serviced, 
tyres renewed just before tyre-sales ceased, 
battery and wiring renewed recently. Inquir- 
ies ta Accountant, Peace News, 8 Blackstack 
Rd.. N.4. 

WANTED. Old clothes for C.0.s@bn for- 
estry in all districts; boots, breeches, etc. 
Send c/o R. Hems, 46 Market St., Kingswin- 
ford, Staffs. 


Pubjished from 3 Blackstock Rd., London N.4., 
by “Peace News” Ltd. Printed by Clifford 


| Printing Co., (T.U.), London, N.16. 


y 


etc. inthe WINTER issue of ‘‘the best quarterly review.” 


Order from W. H. Smith’s, or send 6d. to 
Publisher, 47, Argyle Square, W.C.1.! 


new vision 


copy, except for series bookings. 


Latest time for copy: 
Cassified advertisements: MONDAY 


Displayed advertisements: First post FRIDAY 
(Maximum space allowed—3 inches single- 
column or equivalent.) 
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LAND & COMMUNITY 


EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY for agricul- 
tural workers, with or without families, com- 
munity hougehold just starting, farmwork 
available nearby. Otby House, Walesby, nr. 
Market Rasen, Lincs. 


_ METHODIST Farmer offers work to Christ- 
ian pacifist. Machine milking and other farm 
work; lodgings near; friendship and good 
wages to right man; experience not essential 
if keen and willing to learn. Hawkins, 
Guiting Power, Cheltenham. : 


MORTGAGE and loans required for com- 
munity venture. Excellent security. Kindly 
send particulars amount willing advance and 
terms to Box 109 PN, $ Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


REQUIRED £300 loan for 5 years on 2nd 
mortgage to acquire smallholding. Terms to 
Box 144 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


LITERATURE, &c. 


QUAKERISM. _ Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the 
Religious Society of Friends, free on applica- 
tian to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


READ The Graalist League: a Foundation by 
Alfred Hy. Haffenden. A program of indi- 
vidual life and group action. The C. W. 
Daniel Co., Ltd., Ashingdon, Rochford, Esaex 
ls. 2d. post paid. 


MEETINGS, &c, 


. 

FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION. 
During his visit to Scotland, Mar. 10-12, Perey 
W. Bartlett will address the following meet- 
ings: Tues. Glasgow, 80 Bath St.. 7.30 p.m. 
Wed. Edinburgh, Friends House, 28 Stafford 
St., 5.30 p.m. Thurs. Aberdeen, Friends 
House, 98 Crown St., 7.30 p.m. Mr. Bartlett, 
who is a Secretary of the International F.o.R. 
and ef the Council pf Christian Pacifist 
Groups, accompanied George Lansbury on his 
famous Embassies of Reconciliation. He will 
speak on the present international situation. 


LEEDS. Mon. Mar. 16, 7 o'clock, at the 
Friends’ Meeting House, Woodhouse Lane. The 
Adelphi Players in “The Tragical History of: 
Doctor Faustus.” Silver collection. 


PERSONAL 


MIDLAND woman, 41, single, cut off from 
continental pacifist friends, fond of music and 
of outdoor life, would like to find C.O. com- 
panion of similar age and interests. Box 143 
PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4.- 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


“ASSISTANT required for retail boot shop, 
experience not essential. Walthamstow dis- 
trict. Box 128 PN, 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


FAIRHAVEN Home School, Goathland, York, 
children 3-12, wants teacher, man or woman, 
with progressive views; gardening, house 
duties. Suitable for mother with children; 
possibility of gardening work for husband. 
Lois Brown. 

Man or man and wife required, resident, 
landwork and cooking; suit C.O.; no objection 
to child. Apply Blue Idol, Coolham, Horsham, 
phone Coolham 241. 

METAL WORKER, with experience, weld- 
ing or raising, brazing and soldering. Inter- 
esting non-war work for pacifist; enthusiastic 
amateur considered. Dryad Metal Warks, 40 
Sanvey Gate, Leicester. 


PACIFIST Harness Maker requires assistant 
for the repair of farm harness. Lodging and 
pocket money to learner. A. T. Cushing, Clare, 
Sudbury, Suffolk. 

SHERWOOD SCHOOL, Epsom, 
teacher(s) take French, German, 
Summer Term. 


requires 
Science, 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


CARPENTER, 37, 15 miles radius Marsh- 


field, Gloucestershire. A. Findlater, Hill 
Cottage. Wedt Kington, ny Chippenham, 
Wiltshire. 


C.0. and wife seek work on farm; cottage 
or live in; 10 months experience on land; wife 
assist housework. Box 138 PN, 8 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 


C.O. (conditional exemption) requires work 
on land. Medically fit for light duties only; 
a little experience of market gardening. Box 
187 PN. 8 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


C.Q., 23, conditionally exempt as electrician, 
requires work, anywhere; experience mainly 
contracting; City and Guilds. Box 185 PN. 
8 Blackstock Rd., N.4+ 


LAND work required (market gardening), 
conditionally registered C.O. W. E. Williams, 
48 South Park Drive, Ilford, Essex. 


QUANTITY SURVEYOR’S Asst. (P.S.I.) 
requires part-time working-up at home; ac- 
curate worker. F.M. 1 Hartley Rd., E.11, or 
phone LEY 1833. 

RESIDENT SCHOOLMASTER exempted, 
seeks Day post. First Class B.A. (English, 
History, Fren¢h), 5 years’ Secondary school ex- 
perience, Kjrst Class Teaching Certificate, Ex- 
perienced Games Coach. Box 142 PN, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 

TRACTOR PLOUGHMAN (all tractor oper- 
ations); experienced dry hand and machine 
milker, etc; accounts and secretarial work if 
needed. C€.0. requires situation on modern 
mixed farm or cooperative farming venture. 
Box 136 PN, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Reform Veg- 
etarian Guest House; for happy holiday or 
restful recuperation; all modern comforts— 
A. and K. §. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Mat- 
er (Station: Ambergate; Tel. Ambergate 
44). - 


LAKE DISTRICT: “Beck Allans,” Grasmere, 
Vegetarian Guest House, open all the year 
round for strenuous or restful holidays amid 
some of England’s finest scenery. H. and o. 
water all bedrooms.—Write: Isabel James. 
Phone: Grasmere 129. 


